DESIGN TRENDS 1964-2020 - HARLOW TO K2 AND BEYOND:

A COMPENDIUM OF SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DESIGNS
REFLECTING CHANGES, TRENDS AND ORIGINALITY OVER SIX DECADES

For full centre names/locations/additional information refer to the Index

Exterior - some of these centres have since been demolished/replaced
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1964 to 1999

The mix of buildings ranged from simple brick buildings centred around the
sports hall block, and often looking fairly austere from the outside to more
adventurous ‘leisure’ designs where both exteriors and interiors became
priorities, with ‘experimental’ designs such as those in Bletchley, Swindon
[Oasis], Doncaster [Dome] and Guildford [Spectrum]. There was a huge learning
curve from the first 25 years of designing centres.

Going into the 21 Century

21st Century centres have reflected modern architecture. They have generally
had a more pleasing appearance and been designed to create landmark public
buildings. There has been a desire to create interiors which are both attractive
and functional. A great deal more glass has often been used, both externally and
internallv.



Interior - some of these centres have since been demolished/replaced
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