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tennis but ideal also for social func-
tions. The spacious fitness room aver-
ages 1200 visits per month and is
fitted with multi-gym and exercisers
and the added ‘luxury’ of Granwood
flooring.

To the visitor the pools will impress
initially for their acoustic quality, though
this has been achieved with a synthetic
wall finish resembling roughcast.
Entrance to the wet changing facilities
takes the swimmers through the cafe-
teria which overlooks the pool. Spec-
tator accommodation is provided for
200 in the main pool gallery. There
are extensive outdoor facilities close
to the Centre which have been under
phased construction. To date the delays
on providing changing accommodation
on this site have limited effective de-
velopment and management. One of
the most significant landscaping pro-
jects undertaken for the development
of this part of the township was the
provision of an artificial lake bridged by
the road approaching the Centre. The
most recent Centre development has
been the conversion of a walkway,
once intended to be a public thorough-
fare providing a view down on to the
pool, into an enclosed archery range.
Whilst developing the use of the Centre
by all sections of the community
whatever their ability, Killingworth has
also developed particularly high stand-
ards in a number of specialist activities.
The judo, trampolining and gymnastics
groups have achieved considerable
succass especially with some of their
younger performers.

Killingworth is a fairly large Centre but
has fostered a friendly atmosphere

The second in a regular series in which the Editor visits a Recreation Centre
managed by an Association Member. This time the Editor visited a Centre he

had toured on a number of previous occasions.

which has always impressed and made
me feel at home—1| am sure this must
also be the impression conveyed to
users. To anyone visiting the area my
advice over the last couple of years
has been “A visit to Killingworth is
well worthwhile—it's a well managed
Centrel”

Facts and Figures

Cost of building—
swimming pools £459,700
sports halls £234,600

April 76-March 77

Gross expenditure

(inc. loan charges) —
swimming pools £173,124
sports halls £118,073

Gross income —
swimming pools £23,680
sports halls £32.318

Number of participants
in sports halls 114,820

Number of participants

in swimming
140,313

pools
255,133
Staff equivalent full time 35

Killingworth has the unique distinction of
being a new town with its roots away
back in history. For the township stands
on the very land where George Stephen-
son built and developed his first loco-
motives. Indeed, the quite arbitrary
4ft. 8%ins. gauge of the old wooden
tracks which carried coal from Killing-
worth for shipment from Wallsend is used
by our railway system to this day—
simply because Stephenson built his first
engines for that line.




