
Regional Round-up 
Southern 
April24 Alton Sports Centre sponsored 

by Brighouse Games. 
1) Fitness training and coronary 

rehabilitation. 
2) Video and other amusement 

machines in sports centres. 

July 11 
	

Applemore Sports Centre Et 
National Motor Museum, Beau-
lieu. 

Eastern 
June 14 Grafham Water Residential 

Centre. 
1) Management of a residential 

centre. 
2) Historical and ecological 

development of Grafham by 
Derek Paynter, Warden. 

London Et 
South-East 
June 6 	Lee Valley Park. 

Tour: Broxbourne Lido, Hayes Hill 
Farm, Banbury Sailing Centre and 
Picketts Lock. 

North-West 
May 23 	Lancaster University (see report). 
July 4 	Tranmere Rovers Football Club 

and Leasowes Recreation Centre. 
Visits including the first indoor 
crown green bowls hall at Tran-
mere FC. 

East 
Midlands 
May 23 
	

East Carlton Park and Hall. 
Tourism and Country Parks. 

North of 
England Et 
Scotland 
June 27 
	

Carlisle United Football Club. 
Community involvement with a 
football league club. 

South-West 
Spring 	Barnstaple. 

TREAT IN STORE 
around""" the  Financing a 

regions pool by loan 

THE ASSOCIATION'S South-West 
Region held their Spring Seminar at 
Barnstaple Leisure Centre under the 
sponsorship of Vinyl Master Limited. 
The main item on the agenda was the explana-
tion of the most exciting project in the South-
West for several years, the building of Exeter 
City Leisure Centre at an estimated cost of 
£4.5 million. Mr P. Hall, the architect who 
designed the facility, and Mr Stephen Lock, 
Leisure Officer for Exeter City Council, explained 
the unusual development. 
Exeter City Council have leased a five acre 
site to The Offshore Development Company for 
a "peppercorn" rent in return for which the 
company has to build and operate a leisure 
centre comprising a leisure pool, two-court 
sports hall, squash courts, indoor bowls hall, 
practice hall, dry ice-rink, bars and restaurants. 
An integral part of the development will be a 
superstore run by International Stores, along 
with a collection of small shops and a multi-
storey car park for 400 cars. 

The total project will cover 190,000 sq ft, with 
130,000 sq ft for leisure provision and the 
remainder for commercial use. 
The swimming pool will be a leisure pool and 
the dry ice-rink will be a new development called 
"Go-Skate" for whichh the developers have 
great hopes. 

The agreement between the council and 
developers has come after many hours of 
negotiations. Technical site problems and politi-
cal changes on the council have held the project 
back until now but it would appear that within 
two years the project will be completed. Inter-
national Stores will have their superstore at 
first floor level with direct access from the car 
park. The architect has attempted an open format 
which will encourage casual usage with excel-
lent viewing facilities on all sports areas. The 
architect also consulted a practising manager 
of a major facility when considering the first 
draft. This resulted in the draft being altered 
quite considerably! 
The manager will be employed by International 
Stores and a management board will include 
councillors and representatives from local bodies 
as well as the company. It is hoped that the 
prices will be kept comparable to local govern-
ment provision while allowing International Stores 
some commercial freedom. The centre is also 
unique in that it has a Dutch heat reclamation 
scheme which was chosen after many other 
centres were considered and the whole building 
will be run from its own generators. 
The session finished with some detailed inquiries 
to the architect and the general feeling was to 
welcome the project and to wish it success. 

After an excellent lunch provided by Vinyl 
Master Limited and a demonstration of their 
method of repairing damage to any vinyl surface, 
the Seminar returned to the afternoon lecture. 
Mr A. R. J. Wirdnam gave a lecture on the 
proposed training course for Lecture Centre 
staff to be held for the first time in the South-
West. 

The course was specifically intended for first 
line supervisory staff employed in leisure centres 
and public swimming pools or attendants at 
such centres who wished to prepare themselves 
for promotion. It was very much hoped that 
this first course would be fully subscribed 
to enable it to proceed. 

Ian Cooper 

ARM LEADERS 
The North-West and East Midlands 
regions are to be congratulated on their 
enterprise. 

The North-West have printed a handy 
pocket guide to the region, detailing 
regional officers and their calendar of 
events. 

East Midlands can take a bow for 
their forward planning. By the end of 
June they had published details of a 
stimulating programme for their regional 
meeting on September 12. 

HEALTH CHECK 
ARM'S Eastern Region would welcome com-
ments from members on health and safety at 
work, and particularly any safety statements 
or booklets. The region is investigating the 
implications for recreation managers of the 
Health and Safety at Work Act in such areas 
as saunas, solarium and climbing walls, sports 
halls and gymnasia, martial arts, storage areas, 
circulation areas, changing rooms, emergency 
drills, squash courts, first aid, bars and catering. 
Information should be sent to John S. Turner, 
22 Park Avenue, St Albans, Herts. 

MEMBERS attending the North-West's regional 
meeting on May 23 at Lancaster University heard 
from Joe Medhurst, Director of P.E., about 
a university'swimming pool financed by loan. 

Work has now started on a pool adjoining 
the indoor recreation centre at the University. 
The deck-level 25-metre indoor pool which is 
due to be opened next year is thought to be 
the first new pool in England to incorporate 
ozone water treatment. 

The swimming pool complex costing £726,000 
also includes three squash courts lone with a 
glass back), a viewing and activities gallery, 
shower and changing rooms. Nearly all the money 
for building, fittings, equipment and design 
fees will be raised by a loan with capital repay-
ment and annual running costs being met 
from entrance charges for the pool, 12 squash 
courts and other amenities in the centre. The 
University Grants Committee has made a grant 
of £65,000 towards the project. 

Capital and recurrent costs based on June, 
1979 start and Autumn 1980 completion: 

Total capital cost 

Building and equipment costs 
including professional fees 	 £726,000 

Less: grant from University Grants 
Committee 	  £65,000 

Revenue 1978/79, 1979/ 80 	 £73,000 

Loan required 	  £588,000 

Recurrent costs per annum 

Loan repayment 	  £75,000 
Staffing and other costs 	  £52,000 

£127,000 

The income to cover the above costs is estimated 
to be as follows: 
From pool users 1147,000 visits 

per annum) 	  £55,000 
Vending machines and sales 	 £6,000 
Net income from 12 squash courts £68,000 

£129,000 

Mr Joe Medhurst, Director of Physical Education 
said: "This is an exciting development and one 
which we have been pursuing for eight or 
nine years. With the addition of a pool the 
Indoor Recreation Centre becomes a true sports 
complex offering students, staff and people 
living in the surrounding communities a wide 
range of activities. Swimming attracts more 
followers than any other sport and appeals 
to all age groups. We hope that members of 
the general public will make full use of the pool 
as they do of the other facilities in the centre." 

The architects for the project are Tom Mellor 
and Partners (Lytham St Annes) and the new 
complex will be built by Messrs J. Turner and 
Sons (Preston) Ltd. The pool will be 25m x 
13m x lm to 2m deep. Ozone treatment will 
also help to save energy and reduce running 
costs by allowing air in the pool hall to be 
recirculated using special heat recovery equip-
ment. Lighting will be wall-mounted and reflected 
from the ceiling to give a pleasant, warm 
appearance to the air-conditioned pool hall. 

For most of the time the pool will be available 
to members of the University and the public 
for casual bathing, but the timetable will allow 
for such activities as teaching beginners, mothers 
and children, schoolchildren, handicapped 
people, competitions, water polo, sub-aqua, 
canoeing and lifesaving. 
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Not only Irish eyes 
were smiling . . . 

Ken Harlow (Chairman), Danny O'Connor (Secretary, 
N. Ireland Region) and Clive Robinson of Clive 
Robinson Sure Play—sponsors of the Association's 

dinner in Belfast. 

Peter Moore (Director of Countryside and Recreation, 
Cheshire County Council) and John Knowles (left) 
Recreation and Amenities Officer for the Borough 

of Hyndburn. 

Martin Rees (right, Secretary, ARM South-West 
Region and Manager of Frome Sports Centre) sharing 
a good one with Peter Johnson (Recreation Officer, 

Borough of Hyndburn). 

ARM NEWS ARTICLE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
EDITION WINNERS 

September 1978 
1st "Joint Provision Sports Centres" by Bob 

Whan, Manager, Putteridge Recreation Centre, 
Luton. 

2nd "Your Association, your regional branch, or 
is it?" by Bob Brind, Principal Officer for 
Sport, Wansbeck District Council, Ashington, 
Northumberland. 

January 1979 
1st "It's a Knockout" by Alec Collins, Chief 

Amenities and Recreation Officer, Maccles-
field Borough Council, Cheshire. 

2nd "Report on regional meeting at Loch Lomond 
Wildlife Park" by Bob McLean, 68 Oxgang 
Road, Grangemouth, Scotland. 

May 1979 
1st "Time to end pay anomalies—and hit a purple 

patch" by Bill Breeze, Assistant Director of 
Recreation, Pontypool Leisure Centre, Ponty-
pool, Gwent. 

2nd "Chlorine—still the best" by Alan Philpott, 
Manager, Amersham Pool, Amersham, Bucks. 

1st £6. 2nd £3. 
Each winner, together with the July edition winner, 
will go forward for adjudication for the annual 
award. The annual winner receives £10 and a 
trophy presented by Helmsman Coin Controlled 
Lockers Ltd and the runner-up £5. 
The annual award will be made at the Association's 
National Seminar and Exhibition at Crowtree Leisure 
Centre, Sunderland, in September. 

The symbol of Helmsman Coin 
Controlled Lockers Ltd— donors of 
a trophy to be presented to the 
writer of ARM News's Article of 
the Year. 
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First regional 
base for 
squash opens 
BRITAIN'S first regional squash centre 
at the Gosling Stadium, Welwyn Garden 
City, Hertfordshire, was opened in 
May. 
The centre has been specifically designed as 
a regional base for tournaments, coaching and 
administration from which the counties of Bed-
fordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Norfolk, 
Suffolk and Hertfordshire can develop their 
playing skills to national and international level. 
"Into the new regional centre has gone all 
the experience of Wembley" said Tochi Bhatt, 
the Eastern Region's Squash Rackets Chairman. 
"In this first phase we have three new squash 
courts, a pre-match warm-up room for players, 
an interview room for Press and television and, 
for the first time, a camera pit behind the tin 
of two courts." It cost £135,000 to build. 

In the second phase, it is planned to build 
four championship courts to bring the total 
to 13. 

CO-OPERATION 
Co-operation was the keynote behind this 

venture, involving the Welwyn-Hatfield Sports 
Centre Trust, the Eastern Regional Sports 
Council and the Eastern Region Squash Rackets 
Association. Discussions began in the summer 
of 1976 and the decision to go ahead was 
taken in the autumn of 1977. Building was 
completed last January. 
Bill Heague, Manager of the stadium, said: 
"We are delighted to have pioneered the way 
by providing a blueprint for other regions to 
follow." 

Tommy Steele, a fervent squash player, agreed 
to play an exhibition match at the opening 
against Aboutaleb. 

British Rail 
BRITISH RAIL have introduced youth travel bargains for 
under-18s travelling individually or in groups to take part 
in organized group activities. The concessions can mean as 
much as half fare by rail or the Sealink ferries to Ireland. 
the Channel Islands and the Isle of Wight. 
Anyone sending young people to an activity can take 
advantage of the offer by obtaining a Certificate of Identity 
from the group travel section of any BR divisional man-
ager's office. The offer is not available for travelling to 
interviews 

A taxing 
problem 
IN A MOVE to stop the crippling losses to 
sport through taxation and rates, the Sports 
Council is to undertake a wide-ranging review 
of the present system. 
The investigation will be carried out by David 
Bacon, a chartered accountant and a member 
of the previous advisory Sports Council. He will 
recommend to the council ways in which 
existing legislation could be changed or amended 
to improve the situation. 
At present, national governing bodies, all volun-
tary, non-profit making organizations, are paying 
up to £ 1/2 million annually in corporation tax 
alone. 

Additionally, he will examine the scope for 
co-operation between the public and private 
sectors in the provision of sports facilities and, 
in particular, the prospect of partnership with 
commercial undertakings. 

Product news 
A SURREY COMPANY whose boast is that 
they are the first organization in this country 
to specialize in sports medicine, have developed 
a ProCASE, the first custom-made portable 
treatment case. Medisport of Richmond are 
offering to sport and recreation establishments 
their services which include a regular telephone 
re-order service, specialist advice on general 
health care and fitness and arrangements for 
instruction on the principles of primary medical 
care in sport. 

WELWYN HATFIELD SPORTS CENTRE TRUST LTD. 

ASSISTANT MANAGER 
NOW REQUIRED FOR GOSLING STADIUM, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, 
which comprises a MULTI-PURPOSE SPORTS HALL, AN ATHLETICS 

TRACK, SKI SLOPE, FOOTBALL PITCHES, ETC. 

The man/woman appointed will be fully involved in the day-to-day running of the stadium, 
particularly on planning activities and dealing with enquiries from the public, etc. Candidates 
should have current experience of sports centre activities and preferably hold coaching 
certificates. This vacancy will provide a good opportunity for someone wishing to widen their 
experience in sports centre management. 

•Salary within range £4374 - £4761 p.a. inc. (pay award pending). 
•Housing accommodation may be provided in appropriate cases. 
•Casual user car allowance. 
•Local Government conditions generally apply, inc. superannuation benefits. 

As the Welwyn Hatfield District Council are assisting in the recruitment, full details are 
available from: The Personnel Officer, The Council Offices, The Campus, Welwyn Garden 
City, Herts. Telephone Welwyn Garden 31212 Extn. 203. Closing date 26th July, 1979. 

Late applications may be considered. 
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REGIONAL PRESSURE PAYS 
AS a result of the East Midlands Branch's 
defeated motion to the Association's annual 
meeting deploring the National Executive's 
decision to retain all profits from the Nottingham 
seminar, the Executive have agreed to produce 
guidelines on regional branch finance. 
In recognition of their work in preparing for 
the 1978 National Seminar, the East Midlands 
Region were awarded an ex-gratia payment. 
Other items discussed at the Executive meet-
ing in Huddersfield on May 16 included: 

Applications—Consideration was given to 
whether Regional Branches should be involved 
in the selection processes for new applicants for 
membership. The view was taken that, as any 
changes would be likely to occasion further 
delays in getting decisions to applicants, no 
change be made in the present arrangements. 
Drive—The membership drive is to be continued. 
The recent higher level of recruitment has had 
the effect of off-setting the normal fall which 
occurs through lapsed membership. The total 
membership figures should therefore now in-
crease steadily during the rest of the year. 
Publications—Discussions are to be continued 
with the Sports Council on the question of 
joint publications. Regions are to be asked 
whether there are members willing to undertake 
specific studies or produce material for publi-
cation. 
Gold Star—The question of a special "Gold 
Star" Appointments Service for more senior 
appointments was deferred. Members did not 
wish to interfere with the present system which 
is working well and being increasingly used. 
Seminar — Arrangements for the National 
Seminar in Sunderland in September are pro-
ceeding. Sponsorship has been obtained from 
En-tout-cas and there will also be an exhibition 
with about 30 exhibitors. Brochures would be 
sent to members. 
Advertising—Efforts are being made to produce 
advertising revenue to assist with the cost of 
ARM News. 

Executive file 
Golf —It has not proved possible to organize a 
national golf tournament this year. Ilan Lawless 
is endeavouring to arrange a regional competition 
in the North-West). 
The highly successful and self-financing national 
squash tournament will be repeated next year. 
Anomalies—Conditions of Service anomalies 
are being dealt with by Ken Harlow, Bill Breeze 
and John Knowles, but, because of pressure of 
other matters, little progress had been made. 
Sponsorship— Regions are to be asked to notify 
to headquarters their intentions to approach 
sponsors. This is both to avoid conflict with any 
approaches which might be being made nation-
ally and to ensure that the NEC are in a position 
of overall responsibility on sponsorship strategy. 
Health and Safety 
Regions are to be asked for available material 
on Health and Safety at Work with a view to 
either a national publication being prepared or a 
national seminar being held. Eastern Region 
have this in hand. 
Space campaign—Advertising in Leisure 
Centres. The detailed arrangements are proceed-
ing and a series of Regional presentations has 
been arranged. The one for the North-West 
was held at Poynton Sports Centre on June 
27. 
Rackets— Barwell Sports have approached the 
Association with a view to promoting a "Com-
bined Rackets Championship". The Association's 
involvement will be limited, e.g. the direct 
mailing service. 
Yates—Members of the NEC's Education and 
Training Committee have given verbal evidence 
to the Yates Committee in support of the 
Association's written statement. 
Views sought— Regions' views are to be sought 
on (a) the Minister's Lawn Tennis Committee 
and (b) National Cricket Association Courses. 

RUGBY PENALTY 
A DISADVANTAGE of sponsorship was feat-
ured by The Observer recently. The newspaper 
referred to Thorn's £150,000 offer of sponsorship 
to the Rugby Union county championship for 
the next three years and added that some 
counties would find it to their cost. Thorn's 
contract is exclusive and all local deals had to 
be scrapped. Counties which had already lined 
up much more profitable arrangements included 
Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

MORE THAN 100 MUNICIPAL POOLS, 
SAUNAS Et LEISURE Et RECREATION 

CENTRES 
CANNOT BE WRONG! 

CONTACT THE ONLY 100% SOLARIUM 
COMPANY IN THE U.K. 

FOR YOUR 
SUN-TANNING EQUIPMENT 

• #####################44444 

FRANCHISE Et PAY-AS-YOU-EARN AVAILABLE 

JOMI U.K. LTD. SOLARIUM 
2/4 BROOK HILL, BAILDON, Nr. SHIPLEY, 

WEST YORKSHIRE. 
PHONE (0274) 599 428. 
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