
Chapter 6, a pivotal chapter in the story, is now on the 

website, together with numerous associated photos. The 

chapter largely covers the development of centres from 

1976 to 1999. The period saw a huge increase in the 

number and type of centres. The arrival of the leisure pool 

marked a new watershed and some centres began to 

incorporate ice rinks. By 1999 there were 1800 centres 

altogether, including jointly provided centres. The next 

three chapters (7, 8 & 9) are in train for completion. 

Chapter 7  -  POLITICAL, SOCIAL, SPORTING AND 

PROFESSIONAL INFLUENCES 

7.1  The impact of the ‘influences' on sports & leisure 

centres 

7.2  The important advocacy role of the Sports Council 

7.3  The National Lottery Sports Fund 

7.4  Professional development 

Chapter 8  - THE CHALLENGE AND IMPACT OF TWO MAJOR 

DEVELOPMENTS  

8.1  Joint Provision and Dual Use  

8.2  Compulsory Competitive Tendering (& the follow on) 

Chapter 9  -  PLANNING, RESEARCH & DESIGN MOVE ON  

9.1  Research moves on (summary of Section 4 of MF/MT 

 Research Paper [1992-2006)  

9.2.  Planning for sports centres 

9.3 The role of consultancy 

9.4   Changing design and development trends 

PROGRESS THROUGH 2019  

Harlow to K2 and Beyond 
A voluntary project to record the story of the UK community indoor 

sports centre - a phenomenon of the late 20th and early 21st centuries  
 

ISSUE 13 - Update for all our supporters & interests - December 2019 

www.sportsleisurelegacy.co.uk 
 

Sponsored by S+P www.space-place.com 

international sports and leisure architects 

Project welcomed by national organisations: 

Supported by: 

THE EDITORIAL ADVISORY GROUP  

The success of the Project and the website owes much to 

the Group’s time and contributions, having met a dozen 

times over the last 4 years. GROUP: David Fisher, John 

Birch, Jack Wilkinson, Hywel Griffiths, John Thorpe, John 

Stride, Gerry Carver, Mike Fulford, Mike Fitzjohn, Malcolm 

Tungatt and Researcher – Liam Goodley. We are also 

very grateful to Jo Smith-Wood for her skills and time for 

the complex task of entering the chapters, photos and 

hyperlinks onto the website. 

Previous 12 issues of the newsletter are in the News Section of the website www.sportsleisurelegacy.co.uk 

Architects Choice Section 

supported by:  

MOVING ON …. 
So, the next three chapters (7, 8 & 9) are in train 

for early completion but your help is sought for 

Chapter 10 – ‘21st Century Centres' by providing 

information on Centres that are new since 1999. 

A paragraph or two or a page on a Centre will be 

welcomed. We also invite you to contribute 

personal views for Chapter 11 'Diamond 

reflections on 60 years of sports & leisure 

centres’. We would like reflections from as many 

interested parties as possible! We have many 

people on our mailing list who can reflect on 

long periods of that time.  

PROGRESS . . . 

Denis Molyneux (1925-2019) 

Denis, a true legend in the history of UK sport and sports centres, died on August 16, 2019 (see attached Leisure 

Opportunities obituary, which is attached to this ‘newsletter email’, courtesy of Leisure Media and organised by the 

Project in conjunction with Denis's wife, Marjorie).  

As the first Deputy Director of the Sports Council in 1965 Denis's role is recorded in the biography of Walter 

Winterbottom, the first Director of the Council (and who is remembered as the 'father of English Football'). The structure 

that Denis Howell MP adopted for the first Sports Council was that suggested by Molyneux. A Key part of the strategy 

was the creation of regional sports councils. Denis is recorded in Legacy Legends, on the website, for his significant role 

in advocating indoor sports centres from the earliest days. 

http://www.sportsleisurelegacy.co.uk
http://www.space-place.com
http://sportsleisurelegacy.co.uk/latest-news/
http://www.sportsleisurelegacy.co.uk
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Gallery of centres 
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Arcadia Leisure Centre, Manchester 

Ashington Leisure Centre Sports Hall 

Bradley Stoke Leisure Centre & Library 

North Devon Leisure Centre Barnstaple 

Loughborough University 

DO YOU MANAGE, OWN OR LEASE A UK SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE? 
With the publication of Chapter 6 we have largely reached 1999 with the sports centre story. We would 

like you to be party to recording the past two decades of UK sports & leisure centres  from 2000  and the 

present scene in 2019-20, which is as important to the story as the past. We have set out below various 

topics and themes that seem relevant from the end of the 1990s to 2019 - ways in which you personally 

or your organisation can contribute. There may be other contributions you wish to make. We do hope that 

you will welcome the opportunity to record the experiences of your centre(s) or organisation, or your 

personal experience. 

COMING TO A COMPUTER NEAR YOU SOON – 

SUBJECT TO SPONSORSHIP! 
 

All available editions of ARM News (33 editions from 1970 

to 1983), can be digitalised to go on the Project website at 

the first opportunity. Subject to sponsorship for 

digitalisation they will provide a comprehensive, informative 

and entertaining picture of not only the Association of 

Recreation Managers, a forerunner of CIMSPA, but also the 

places, people and activities of the first decade or so of UK 

sports centres. 

PROGRESS – PARTICIPATION – PEOPLE – PROJECTIONS 

POTENTIAL ISSUES FOR YOU TO COMMENT ON INCLUDE… 
 

 The swimming pool scene in centres, how it has changed and 

as it is today. Are leisure pools now passé? 

 Is indoor ‘green’ bowls provision disappearing? 

 The changing face, size and use of public sports halls – and the 

impact of all modern school sports halls -  and is provision and 

use of the ‘traditional’  indoor sport on the wane? 

 The role of sports coaching and national governing bodies in 

the use of centres today. 

 Are different facilities and new activities entering public leisure 

centres? 

 The recruitment picture for sports centres - from managers to 

recreation assistants. 

 How has centre management changed in the last 10 years? 

 The shift of emphasis from facility provision and ‘Sport for All’ 

initiatives (1970s & 1980s) to sports development (c. 1990s) 

to the journey from CCT 

 Where are centres going in the next 10 years? Will local 

authorities still own them in 20 years’ time? 

 The role of academia today in relation to community leisure 

centres - qualifications, research etc. (there are more than 290 

UK degrees with the word sport in the title). 

 

This is not an exclusive list - there are other topics you may think 

worth covering from the last 20 years and the present. 
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The personal recollections and reflections of Bryan ‘Griff’ Jones  
At the inception of ‘Harlow to K2 and Beyond’ it was the intention to tell the full a story of the UK Sports 

centre across 60 years - and also reflect the specific objectives for the project since 2014, which have been 

to cover the buildings, places, organisations, philosophies, politics, processes, resources and people in 

relation to the history. More than 90 people have contributed information or text for chapters or more 

detailed information for hyperlinks. Using a website to publish the story has meant that a sensible 

‘scrapbook’ approach also provides interesting additional information, including the personal reflections of 

key personnel.  Bryan ‘Griff’ Jones spent 10 years from 1956 teaching PE and working in youth and 

community work in Worcestershire. From 1966-68  he was the manager at Breeze Hill Sports Centre, 

Oldham and then from 1968-71 was the first Director of one of Nottinghamshire’s ‘pathfinder’ joint provision 

centres, Grove Sports Centre in Balderton. From 1971-74  he was Manager of the famous Bletchley Leisure 

Centre for Milton Keynes Borough Council and then from 1974 to 1995 was the Borough’s Assistant Director 

for Recreation and Leisure. ‘Griff’ was therefore the  first known manager of a dual-use sports centre and the 

first manager of a leisure centre with a leisure pool. Griff, as he was known, was a founder member of the 

Association of Recreation Managers in 1970 and was elected to and served on its first National Executive 

Committee until 1974. He was a true ‘Gamechanger’. Gerry Carver has interviewed ‘Griff’, who lives in 

France, by email through 2019, and recorded a very interesting set of recollections. These will appear as a 

link on the website. 
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CAN WE BUILD ON SUCCESS WITH WIDESPREAD 

SUPPORT FROM THE PRESENT GENERATION?  
The Project records, for the first time, the full history of the UK sports & leisure centre 

from the 1960s to the present day. This voluntary Project was first initiated by Gerry 

Carver and David Fisher in 2014. A launch event at the K2 Centre in Crawley in 2015 

was attended by 35 former and present sports managers and administrators.  An 

Editorial Advisory Group was formed from the gathering. It operates through email 

contact and meets twice a year (see p.1).The Project now has a growing newsletter 

New Bletchley Leisure Centre Bletchley Leisure Centre 1974 

The project overall is sponsored by SPACE AND PLACE, the leading sports & leisure architects with roots in 

centre design from the 1960s leading up to major centres today. 

BAQUS, construction industry specialists, have sponsored an Architects Choice Section for inclusion in a 

forthcoming chapter on design. 

The Project also has the wholehearted support of: - CIMSPA; CLOA; Community Leisure UK; Sport & Recreation 

Alliance; and Sport England through access to it its archive, which has been facilitated by the archive holders, 

the University of Central Lancashire (UCLAN). 

Crawley, Worthing, Guildford and Eastbourne Borough Councils, Arun District Council, Freedom Leisure, SERCO, Surrey 

University, Chichester University, Sussex County CC and Smarts Littlehampton have also kindly provided meeting venues.  




