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Denis Molyneux and David Munrow 

Denis Molyneux represents the Project’s earliest connection with the ‘birth’ of the UK sports centre, 

which followed the Report of the Wolfenden Committee in 1960. Denis was later a member of the 

Working Party that produced ‘Planning for Sport’ in 1968. These two reports set the national agenda 

for subsequent sports provision, not least sports centres. Denis David Molyneux was born in 1925 in 

Braunston, Northamptonshire and grew up in Welwyn, Hertfordshire. He was educated at Queen 

Elizabeth’s School, Barnet. After service in the Fleet Air Arm he attended the University of Birmingham 

and later the University of Newcastle, completing an MA in history in 1957. As a first-class researcher, 

he joined David Munrow, Director, and Peter McIntosh, Deputy Director, at the Physical Education 

Department of the University of Birmingham in 1958.  

David Munrow was a pioneer and was appointed as the first Director of Physical Education at 

Birmingham University in 1939 by Sir Raymond Priestley, Vice Chancellor, and a celebrated Antarctic 

explorer/researcher. Priestley brought physical education, recreation and health into the life of the 

student and staff community. Birmingham was the first university to provide a sports-based degree. 

Within the Physical Education world in the 1950s and early 60s the two were amongst the most 

prominent sports lobbyists in the world at that time. In 1961 David spoke on Sports Training in Great 

Britain at the International Olympic Academy in Olympia, Greece. PE graduates after 1963 will be 

familiar with Pure and Applied Gymnastics, a book written in that year by David Munrow. Until its 

magnificent new sports centre in 2017, the University sports centre was named after David Munrow.  

Denis Molyneux worked closely with David and Peter. Both strenuously pursued the Wolfenden 

recommendations and were staunch supporters of proposals to establish an advisory Sports Council. 

David Munrow and Denis Molyneux were important friends of, and advisors to, Denis Howell MP, 

Minister for Sport. The two University men met the Minister of Sport privately, were delighted to hear 

he would set up a Sports Council, urged him to chair it, and suggested a proposed structure for the 

Council, which was adopted. The decade of the 1960s saw a new field of research and documentation 

in sport, and Molyneux was at the forefront of this activity. The Sports Council established a 

Documentation Centre for Sport at Birmingham University. Denis had written a research paper in 1962 

– ‘Central Government Aid to Sport and Physical Recreation of Countries of Western Europe’ which, 

following on from Wolfenden, radically influenced national thinking. 

When the advisory Sports Council was first established in 1964, Walter Winterbottom, former England 

soccer manager and General Secretary of the CCPR, was seconded to be Director. Recognising his 

important role, Denis was seconded from Birmingham University to be Deputy Director and David 

Munrow became a member of the Council itself. After these roles, Denis became Director of 

Recreation for Luton Council in 1971 and then, in 1973, Director of Recreation for Northampton 

Council. Denis was a member of the working party for ‘Towards a Wider Use’ [Joint Provision] 

published in 1976. 

Denis and his wife, Marjorie, who also worked for the Sports Council, moved to South Australia in 

1975. Denis moved to Salisbury College of Advanced Education in Adelaide. 

Denis Molyneux was made a Member of the Order of Australia in 2005 for sport and recreation 

services for disabled persons. In 2009 he completed a PhD in social history at the University of Adelaide 

(see picture). In 2015 Denis published ‘Time for Play’, which examines recreation and moral issues in 

colonial South Australia and the developments in the colony. It shows how they improved the lot of 

first the working class, and eventually, society as a whole. 

Denis lives with his wife in Leabrook, South Australia and they have kindly contributed to the story. 


